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Summary 
At any given moment there is a certain number of people in a society ex-
periencing a particular environmental problem. Environmental education must 
focus on those problems and their intrinsic humanistic values. To be rele-
vant, it is therefore important that the educational program be conducted 
in the learner's own community where socio-ecological change criteria are 
operative. 
This approach can provide student-derived bases for logical social action in 
society. It may be one effective way of instituting progressive and orderly 
social change by establishing procedures through which society can adjust 
to changing social and ecological conditions. Most important, aspects of real 
problems would be considered by individuals living where the problems 
exist. 
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Waste Water: 
A Valuable Resource 
Waste water isn't a problem-it's a 
valuable resource, according to a 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 
engineer. 
Speaking to a symposium on turn-
ing pollution into a resource at the 
meeting of the American Association 
for the Advancement of Science, Prof. 
Vinton W. Bacon pointed out that 
sewage is still 99.9 per cent water, and 
cited many examples of how it can be 
put to good use. 
In the arid hills of southern Cali-
fornia , the town of Santee has created 
a series of recreational lakes usin ~ 
treated waste water on which boating, 
fishing, and swimming are permitted, 
Bacon said. 
Sludge, the solid material obtained 
from sewage, also has valuable uses, 
he pointed out, adding that "a lot of 
people are hesitant to use it for agri-
culture, especially in urban areas, 
but we have proved it can be used 
successfully." 
Bacon, former general superintend-
ent of the Chicago Metropolitan Sani-
tary District, described a district ex-
periment to upgrade marginal farm 
lands. Sludge was used on nine acres 
of corn fields in Hanover, an urban 
area of southwestern Cook County, 
near Chicago. Untreated land yielded 
only 30 bushels per acre, far below 
the Illinois average of 100 bushels 
per acre. 
"On the other hand, after two years, 
the treated land produced as much as 
155 bushels, and we look forward to 
200 or more coming from these sites," 
Bacon said. 
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This land was immediately adjacent 
to housing areas but created no prob-
lems. He pointed out there is enough 
nutrient-poor land within reach of 
most large cities to use all the s udge 
produced by a municipal sewage 
treatment plant. 
